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REMARKS 

Applicant has filed a Preliminary Amendment in order to distinguish over the Smith 
Patent No. 3,440,744. 

Claim 21 patentably distinguishes over this reference. The claim requires a combination 
including a cross beam attached to both the pair of moldboard supports and extending between 
and outwardly beyond the predetermined distance between the moldboard supports. A 
moldboard is required to be attached to both of the pair of moldboard supports and also attached 
to the cross beam so that a force acting against the moldboard is transmitted to the pair of 
moldboard supports and the cross beam and into the industrial vehicle. The cross beam is not 
shown in the Smith reference. Instead, members 38 extend downwardly and are attached to the 
moldboard. Members 38, because they are required to be attached to the rotating center piece, 
cannot be positioned very far apart. Accordingly, the leverage applied by the resistance of the 
ground to the moldboard can cause damage to the device. 

In contrast, the cross beam of the present invention distributes the forces applied to the 
moldboard along a substantial length of the cross beam as well as between the two moldboard 
supports. This causes the moldboard to be substantially more stable than in the prior art device 
of the 744 patent. Accordingly, claim 21 defines a combination which is patentable in view of 
the Smith reference and which should be allowed. 

Claims 22-24 depend from claim 21 and are patentable for the reasons set forth as to that 
claim. Furthermore, previous claims 6, and 8-10, depend from claim 21 and are patentable for 
the reasons set forth as to that claim. 
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No fees or extensions of time are believed to be due in connection with this amendment; 
however, consider this a request for any extension inadvertently omitted, and charge any 
additional fees to Deposit Account No. 26-0084. 

Respectfully submitted, 




MICHAEL G. VOORHEES, Reg. No. 25,715 

McKEE, VOORHEES & SEASE, P.L.C. 

801 Grand Avenue, Suite 3200 

Des Moines, Iowa 50309-2721 

Phone No: (515)288-3667 

Fax No: (515)288-1338 

CUSTOMER NO: 22885 



Attorneys of Record 

pw/bja - 
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